9th Grade Prep IB/GAC
Syllabus 2011-12
Mrs. Lori K. Corbin, Room 1010
Tutoring available – see schedule below lcorbin.central@bibb.k12.ga.us
lcorbin12@gmail.com
(478) 714-0368

Class Content:

The Prep IB/GAC English course is about developing good habits of mind. This is a course designed to prepare the student for college-level literature and composition courses. This is accomplished through engaging students in the careful reading and in critical analysis of literature. Through the close reading of selected poetry, drama, non-fiction, and novels, students deepen their understanding of the ways writers use language to provide both meaning and pleasure for their readers. As they read, students consider a work's structure, a writer’s style, arguments and themes. Smaller-scale elements such as the use of figurative language, imagery, symbolism and tone are also analyzed. In addition to considering a work's literary artistry, students reflect on the social and historical values it reflects and embodies. Careful attention to both textual detail and historical context provides a foundation for interpretation. Students will demonstrate what they've learned through many challenging writing assignments where they defend, refute, or qualify arguments of theme and meaning through synthesis from various readings we have studied. 
· A syllabus is a projected plan for instruction for the semester. Grading weight categories may be changed during the semester based on instructional planning needs. Students and parents will be notified if any changes to this syllabus are required. The grade weights reflect the grade calculation prior to the final exam or End-of-Course-Test (EOCT). 
Course Objectives and Learning Goals: (from Georgia Performance Standards)

Students will:
· demonstrate comprehension by identifying evidence in a variety of texts representative of different genres, using this evidence as the basis for interpretation;
· identify, analyze, and apply knowledge of theme in a work of British and/or Commonwealth literature and provide evidence from the work to support understanding;
· deepen understanding of literary works by relating them to their contemporary context or historical background, as well as to works from other time periods;
· employ a variety of writing genres to demonstrate a comprehensive grasp of significant ideas in selected literary works;   
· practice both timed and process writing; 
· produces writing that establishes an appropriate organizational structure, sets a context and engages the reader, maintains a coherent focus throughout, and signals a satisfying closure;
· use research and technology to support writing;
· use the writing process to develop, revise, and evaluate writing; 
· demonstrate an understanding of proper English usage and control of grammar, sentence and paragraph structure, diction, and syntax; 
· write in a variety of contexts and genres; 

· employ a variety of writing genres to demonstrate a comprehensive grasp of significant ideas in selected literary works; 
· understand and acquire new vocabulary and uses it correctly in reading and writing; 
· compose essays, narratives, poems, or technical documents; 
· compose papers introducing a complex central idea and effectively developing it with appropriate evidence, cogent explanations, and clear transitions; 

· participate in student-to-teacher, student-to-student, and group verbal interactions; 
· develop and apply the study and research skills necessary for academic success; 

· develop and apply oral and presentation skills; 

· develop and apply listening skills. 
Class Expectations:

As with all classes at CHS, there is a high level of expectation for student performance and behavior.  These must become habitual and so that we may make the most of the instructional time allotted.  The following is a list of expectations for a successful year. 

· Successful students will come to class prepared to participate in the learning activities. 

· Successful students will demonstrate accountability by listening closely in class. 

· All final drafts of major written assignments are to be typed or word-processed and must adhere to the essay format (MLA) unless otherwise specified. 

· Cheating and plagiarism on schoolwork will result in a zero on the assignment and could result in suspension. 

· All students will remain in their seats until the class is dismissed. 

· Students are not allowed to bring food, drinks (except water) into the classroom. 

· An atmosphere of tolerance and understanding is necessary in a class involving active interaction; therefore cruelty, harassment, excessive teasing, discrimination, and intimidation cannot exist in this classroom. Foul language, derogatory remarks, and disrespect toward classmates, teachers, and school staff will not be tolerated. 

*****AII assignments are due on the deadline date, even if absent, unless other arrangements have been made in advance. (This is for assignments given more than one week in advance.) If a problem occurs, notification should be made via email as soon as possible. In the case of printer problems, students should use email to submit assignments. *****

Because each class requires a commitment on the student's part, you must attend class regularly.  The successful student will demonstrate skills indicative of quality workers by being on time, bringing required materials, completing homework assignments, participating in class discussions, and respecting the opinions of others. 
Classroom Rules:
These are simple. By following these rules, class will run smoothly and effectively.

· Tardy – Students are expected to be in the room and in their seats when the tardy bell rings.  Tardy students will be required to go to the attendance office and get a plasco card before being admitted to class.
· Absences - Attendance and active participation in class is important to the continuity of the learning experience, therefore students are expected to be present. If at all possible, work should be completed and submitted before the date of any pre-approved absence. All other absences will be unexcused and missed work will not be accepted for points until notified otherwise. It is advisable that all work missed be completed, even if the absence is unexcused in order to keep up with the progress of the class. It is the student's responsibility to get work missed and make arrangements for taking missed tests.

· Classroom Behavior - Classroom disruption will not be tolerated. Students are expected to be in class on time, be prepared to learn, and be respectful of those around them. Parent contact and/or referral will follow any disruption.

Grading Policy:

Due to the nature of the work in this class, all assignments are weighted, not by category, but by value to the course.  Each assignment is given an appropriate number of points.  At grade report time, all points are totaled and divided by the total possible points for the class to that point.  This is converted to a percentage which equals the class grade.  On all grade reports generated from this class, the percentage score for each assignment is calculated and indicated on the report. 
Assignments and Evaluations

Obviously, reading and writing are the basic elements of the class.  In support of those, we will have tests, quick writes, projects, etc.  The guidelines below will help you to do your very best and make the most of your assignments.  

· Reading

You cannot expect to do well in this class without reading every assignment and reading with care.  You can expect to be reading every day, both in and out of class.  Failure to keep up with the material assigned will seriously affect your ability to succeed.  

****Due to concerns over the inappropriate use of summary sources such as SparkNotes, this class will now also incorporate a policy of random “pop quizzes.”  These are unannounced quizzes that will cover the reading material assigned for the class.  The impact of these quizzes on the student overall grade will be minimal, but seems to be necessary at this time.  Students who have an excused absence on the day of the quiz will be exempt, thus having no consequence to the grade as a result.

It is your responsibility to manage your time well so that you will not miss out on any learning opportunities.  This also includes your commitment to attendance.  Each day that you miss class means that you miss important discussion or writing opportunities.  It is in your best interest to make every attempt to be in class.

· Writing

You will be writing and writing often.  You will write both informally and formally.  Informal writing will include reading journals and quick writes.  Formal writing will include critical essays, evaluations, and your research paper.  The specific requirements for each are summarized on the next page.  

Informal

Quick writes and timed writings are done in class.  They are to be written neatly on college rule paper – without the messy tear-out from the spiral notebook (if that is what you use, tear it off before handing in the paper…PLEASE!!).  Either pen or pencil is acceptable but must be blue or black only.  Mistakes should be corrected neatly with either correction tape or a simple line through the error.  
Formal 

This category includes your critical essays and research paper.  Whether you are turning in a draft or final copy, the paper must be typed in MLA format.  I would suggest that each of you have a USB drive so that your work may be saved for easy revision.  

All papers are due at the beginning of class on the due date.  You have the option of turning in a hard copy or sending it via email, but time is of the essence in order to receive full credit.  Papers turned in after the start of class but before 3pm on the due date will be docked 10%.  Late papers beyond the due date are generally not accepted.  

Again, I cannot stress the important of time management.  It is often the greatest contributor to low grades.   

· Tests and Quizzes

Even though you will be writing about each literary selection, you will still be given subjective tests.  There will be three types of tests in this class.  

You will be quizzed on basic comprehension of the text.  These will be unannounced quizzes that occur at the beginning of the class and will cover the reading assignment for the day.  If you are late to class, you may not take the quiz. Excused absences will allow you to exempt that quiz, as mentioned earlier.
The second type of test is the selection test.  This will be a test that covers the selection (in cases such as poetry, it may be several selections), its literary qualities, literary elements, and literary contributions. This material will come from reading and class discussion. 

The third type of test is the unit test.  This will encompass an entire unit of study.  The test will focus primarily on the impact of the literature in the unit, the varying styles and structures used by the writers, and how the literature reflects the theme of the unit.  

Late Work:
Late work in this class is not acceptable; that is the extent of explanation on this subject.  If an emergency arises, please notify me as soon as possible.

Make Up Policy:
It is the student’s responsibility to know what work has been missed.  There is an assignment board, a web site forthcoming, and the Parent Portal available to keep informed.  

· Students may complete missed work only if the absence is excused

· Students must turn in missed work within a reasonable time period after an absence.

· If a student misses a test, arrangements must be made in advance to take that test before or after school only.  

Extra Credit Policy:
True performance cannot be measured if excessive extra credit is made available; however, unforeseen circumstances can adversely affect an otherwise successful student.  For this reason, extra credit is available on an individual  and contractual basis.  It should be noted that extra credit is available only for those students who complete all required work.  It is not meant to replace the value of the learning experience gained from completing student assignments.

Tutoring Schedule:

The English department will provide tutoring and test preparation for all students on Tuesdays and Thursdays from 2:45 to 4:45, and Saturdays from 9 to 12.  Transportation will be available on these days.  I will also be available on Mondays and Fridays from 2:45 to 4:45 for my students who may need help.

Materials needed for class:

· Three ring binder
· College ruled filler paper

· Highlighters

· Colored Pencils

· USB/Jump Drive – strongly recommended
· Four divider tabs

· Class information

· Class notes

· Vocabulary

· Warm Ups
You  may also wish to consider purchasing the class text and an MLA resource book.

· World Literature: An Anthology of Great Short Stories, Drama, and Poetry, Donna Rosenberg  (available at half.com or alibris.com for as little as $0.99 plus shipping)
· MLA Handbook for Writers of Research Papers (7th edition) Author: Joseph Gibaldi  (Other MLA style books are also available and acceptable.)
A Final Word:

This syllabus and its attachments should be carefully read by both you and your parents/guardians.  This is information that can directly impact your potential grades.  Attached is a contract of understanding as to the consequences of plagiarism.  The Parent Contact page serves several purposes; it provides me with needed information as your subject area teacher; it is an acknowledgement that both you and your parents/guardians have read this syllabus; and it is a parent contact log, a valuable tool in helping you to be the best possible student.  Please encourage your parents to contact me with any questions at any time.  My preferred method of contact is email because I check it several times during the day and on weekends, and generally can answer more quickly.

I look forward to a great year of exciting challenges!

Please have your parent(s) complete, sign, and return the following:

I have read the attached syllabus for my child’s English 9 Prep IB/GAC class and understand that the class will be conducted under these guidelines.  

Student Name (printed) _______________________________________________ID #_____________IB ______ Fine Arts_______    
Mother/Guardian Name ____________________________________________ 
Daytime Phone #____________________________

Email Address_________________________________________________________Cell Phone #____________________________
Father/Guardian Name _____________________________________________   Daytime Phone #____________________________

Email Address________________________________________________________  Cell Phone #____________________________
We do _____ do not _____ have a computer at home.     We do _____ do not _____ have Internet Access. 
Parent/Guardian Signature__________________________________________________Date____________________
Student Signature_________________________________________________________Date____________________
Parent Contact Log

	Date
	Time
	Reason for Call
	Results/Comments

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


Plagiarism Contract
Plagiarism can be defined as submitting another person's ideas, words, images or data without giving that person credit or proper acknowledgement. Plagiarism, a form of academic dishonesty, is tantamount to stealing and will not be tolerated. In order to clarify what constitutes plagiarism, you should be aware that you have committed plagiarism when you:

· use phrases quotes, or ideas not your own; 

· paraphrase the work of another even though you may have changed the wording or syntax; 

· use facts or data not considered common knowledge; 

· submit a paper written for another class (academic dishonesty); 

· submit a paper from an essay service or agency even though you may have paid for it (these papers are usually of low quality, so you probably did not get your money's worth); 

· submit a paper by another person even though he or she may have given you permission to use it. 

You should also note that plagiarism not only encompasses written work, but also computer data, research, musical scores, video programs and visual arts.

Plagiarism is a serious issue, especially in an academic environment. Teachers must be able to rely on the integrity of a student's work in order to maintain a climate for successful learning. Plagiarism reflects on character; therefore, you should diligently avoid inadvertent plagiarism. When you are unsure if acknowledgement is needed, ask your teacher. The penalties for blatant plagiarism include loss of all credit for the assignment with no opportunity to rewrite. This may significantly lower your final grade. We will discuss methods for avoiding plagiarism as the school year progresses.

I, __________________________________, am aware of the serious nature of plagiarism and will not intentionally use or submit someone else's work without acknowledgement. Furthermore, I will not misrepresent someone else's work as my own.

Signature ______________________________________________________________ Date ________________________

I have read this contract and understand the consequences of plagiarism.

Parent/Guardian ________________________________________________________ Date _______________________
